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obeying the priest who presides over the Mission.
Such docility maintains them in concord, and in the
practice of every virtue. Before leaving the village
to work in the woods or in the fields, they never fail
to pass by the chapel, and there to Salute Christ in
the Most Holy Sacrament. On returning, they do
the same before entering their huts. If they have
to Spend the night out of the village, If they have to
travel anywhere, if they depart in a band for the
chase, they notify the priest thereof and seek his
advice; nor do they hesitate to give up their hunt or
any other work, If they see that it does not quite
please him or meet with his approval. In all other
matters they show him equal obedience and docility,
and they venerate him and listen to him as no less
than a father and guide.

But this conduct is easy when they are at home,
and stimulated by mutual example; the difficulty
and trouble become far greater when they leave for
Quebec, which is not very distant. There other
savages meet them, and invite them to drink; there
grasping tavern-keepers urge them, and well-nigh
drag them into their wine-shops. Nevertheless,
during the five years that I have spent here, I have
seen no one, I will not say drunk, but even tainted
with the least Suspicion of having tasted wine —
either among the traders with whom they deal, or
the tavern-keepers, or the savages of other Missions.
Sometimes the French insist, and complain of their
excessive scrupulosity: ‘‘ For,” say they, ‘‘ what
crime is there if by the way, or when weary from
one’s journey, or for a guest’s or friend’s sake, one
quaff a cup of wine?” These men of Lorette answer
very freely: ‘‘ It is just as thou sayest, brother; but



